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so as to stimulate intelligent thought. At about
the age of ten very thoughtful answers are usually
obtained to such a question as, " Say what the
Parable of the Prodigal Son teaches you (a) about
God, (b) about yourself." As aids to the appreciation
of the child's point of view and as disclosing in what
directions help is needed such essays are invaluable.
On being asked to write their favourite parable and
say why they liked it best, one boy aged nine wrote
the Parable of the Mustard Seed and said he liked
it because he was fond of gardening, while another
chose the same parable because he knew it well ;
both of which remarks are decidedly illuminating.
The importance of such exercises does not remain
doubtful to those who have tried them. Selection
is difficult from such a mass of admirable, free state-
ments as has accumulated during the last four years,
but the reader may be interested in the one or two
given below.

Boy aged nine. The story of the Ten Virgins and
what it teaches us. " Once there lived ten virgins
and these ten virgins were told to prepare for the
bridegroom coming, and five of these virgins were
foolish and the other five were wise. These five
foolish ones fell fast asleep and forgot to buy some
oil for their lamps and those wise virgins had some
oil for their lamps. And while these foolish virgins
were looking for oil for their lamps the bridegroom
came and these five wise virgins went in and these
foolish ones were locked out. So that story teaches
us to think about God, and be ready for when Jesus
calls us."

Boy aged ten.   Say what you know about the choosing